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PUBLIC  DOMAIN  LANDS  -  STATE  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 

PREFACE 
This  Is  a  summary  report  on  the  remaining  unappropriated 
public  domain  lands  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota,  except  those  public 

domain  lands  located  within  the  Little  Missouri  Drainage  area  which  have 

1/ 
not  yet  been  classified,,   A  description  of  the  physical  character- 
istics and  the  present  economic  suitability  of  these  public  lands 
are  presented  here0  This  study  was  made  as  a  feature  of  the  Interior 
Department's  comprehensive  resource  development  program  for  the 
Missouri  River  Basin0   The  purpose  of  this  study  and  report  is  to 
advance  the  utility  of  these  remaining  lands  as  consistent  with  con- 
servation principles  and  the  general  public  interest 0  Various  Federal 
and  State  agencies  that  may  be  interested  in  obtaining  any  of  these 
lands  to  facilitate  their  public  programs  will  be  apprised  of  their 
location,  classification,  and  other  pertinent  information  by  means  of 
this  reporto 

Development  proposals  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  Department  of 
the  Army,  and  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  have  been  considered 
relative  to  public  domain  lands  in  the  state,,  A  general  description 
of  the  area  is  given  as  a  background  for  public  domain  lands  use  and 
value o 


1/   A  supplemental  report  on  the  public  lands  in  the  Little  Missouri 
drainage  will  be  prepared  later  and  appended  to  this  report. 


It  is  intended  that  the  findings  as  set  forth  will  lead  to  the 
proper  management  and  development  of  the  public  land  resources ,  whether 
under  public  programs  or  private  ownership,  and  will  provide  for  their 
highest  productive  use  consistent  with  the  best  public  interest., 

Detailed  reports  of  public  domain  lands  in  the  areas  of  influence 
of  the  Miss our i-Souris  and  North  Dakota  Pumping  Divisions ,  and  also 
for  the  basins  of  the  Knife,  Cannonball,  and  Grand  Rivers,  have  been 
compiled  and  published „   Data  in  these  reports  have  been  assembled 
and  are  presented  in  table  1,   This  table  shows  the  description, 
location,  use  suitability,  classification,  proposed  management,  and 
appraised  value  of  each  piece  of  public  domain  land  within  the  State 
of  North  Dakota  by  counties „  Public  domain  lands  within  the  Little 
Missouri  River  Basin  are  not  included,  as  they  have  not  been  classified, 
The  map  of  North  Dakota  accompanying  this  report  shows  the  approximate 
location  of  these  public  domain  lands  in  the  state «   Studies  of  such 
lands  are  in  progress  and  others  have  been  completed  for  tributary 
drainages  of  the  Missouri  River  System,,   The  study  status  map  at  the 
beginning  of  this  report  shows  areas  in  which  field  investigations 
are  under  way  and  those  areas  for  which  reports  have  been  completed,, 

The  detail  studies  necessary  for  this  report  were  under  the 
direction  of  Jc  Elliott  Hall  and  Charles  Rc  Peteler,   The  field  work 
was  done  by  Ward  Hopper  and  Michael  Solan,  Land  Economists .   The 
supervision  of  the  study  in  all  its  aspects  was  under  the  general 


supervision  of  the  Regional  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Land  Planning, 
Robert  D.  Nielson.  The  report  was  reviewed  by  the  Area  Manager,  and 
received  his  approval  on  December  19,  1951. 


PUBLIC  DOMAIN  LANDS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 

This  report  contains  a  brief  description  of  the  unappropriated 
public  domain  lands  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management „  This  report  will  inform  the  various 
Federal  and  State  agencies  that  may  be  interested  in  obtaining  any 
of  these  lands  of  the  location,  classification,  and  other  pertinent 
information  relative  to  the  unappropriated  public  domain  in  North 
Dakota0  The  lands  considered  here  are  located  within  the  Cannonball, 
Grand,  Heart,  Knife,  Missouri-Souris,  North  Dakota  Pumping  and 
Yellowstone  Division  areas  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  as  shown  on 
the  map  of  North  Dakota  accompanying  this  reporto   Lands  located  in 
the  basin  of  the  Little  Missouri  River  will  be  described  later  in  a 
supplement  to  this  report  as  they  have  not  yet  been  classified 0 

Over  half  of  the  public  domain  lands  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota 
consist  of  small  and  isolated  parcels 0  Manv  of  these  parcels  are 
adjacent  to  or  within  alkali  lakes.  These  lands  were  classified  so 
that  action  could  be  taken  to  place  them  under  proper  ownership  and 
management o  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  public  lands  and  the  small 
acreage  involved ,  the  program  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  will 
in  general  be  one  of  disposition  through  sale,  exchange  and  transfer o 
The  policy  in  reference  to  the  disposal  of  isolated  tracts  of  public 
land  which  are  not  needed ,  or  which  cannot  be  effectively  and  effic- 
iently administered,  in  connection  with  the  program  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  is  to  dispose  of  such  lands  to  other  federal,  state, 
and  municipal  governmental  agencies,  in  the  order  listed,  providing 


the  land  is  suitable  for  their  use  and  management,,  The  public  interest 
must  be  benefited  by  such  use  and  management 9   and  the  use  of  these  lands 
must  be  compatible  with  conservation  principles 0  After  the  needs  of 
these  governmental  agencies  have  been  considered,  the  remaining  lands 
will  be  offered  for  public  sale. 

The  summary  description  of  each  of  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the 
public  domain  by  counties  is  shown  in  table  10  A  complete  and  detail- 
ed report  of  each  tract  is  on  file  in  the  Regional  Office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  Billings,  Montana „  This  bureau  has 
published  six  descriptive  reports  of  public  domain  lands  in 
North  Dakota  Missouri-Souris,  North  Dakota  Pumping 9   Knife  River, 
Heart  River,  Cannonball  River,  and  the  Grand  River 0 

The  public  domain  lands  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  bureau  comprise  a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
total  land  area,  and  they  have  a  slight  affect  upon  area  econony. 
They  comprise  a  total  of  42,551  acres,  exclusive  of  public  domain 
lands  located  in  the  Little  Missouri  River  Basin0  These  public 
lands  lie  in  609  separate  tracts  scattered  through  the  stateD  A 
major  portion  lies  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  state  within 
the  Missouri-Souris  Division  Area  of  the  program  of  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation.  The  largest  single  tract  in  the  area  comprises  3,280 
acres  which  at  one  time  was  withdrawn  for  flood  control  and  irri- 
gation purposes  by  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation0  The  smallest  tract 
in  the  drainage  area  is  007  of  an  acrec  More  than  half  of  the  tracts 


of  public  land  are  forty  acres  or  less  in  size.   Table  1  shows  the 
location,  classification^  suitability,  and  other  pertinent  data  relat- 
ing to  each  tract 0  Each  tract  is  designated  as  to  the  detailed  report 
area  in  which  it  is  located 9   and  the  tracts  are  listed  by  counties. 
Table  2  explains  the  methods  used  in  classifying  land  use  capability 
for  these  lands 0  The  map  of  North  Dakota  accompanying  this  report 
shows  the  approximate  location  of  the  public  domain  lands  <> 

More  than  42  per  cent  of  these  lands  are  primarily  suitable  for 
wildlife  purposes o  Much  of  the  land  so  classified  can  also  be  used 
for  grazing o  Over  30  per  cent  is  primarily  valuable  for  grazing 
purposes,  while  more  than  25  per  cent  will  be  required  for  flood 
control  purposes,,  A  little  over  2  per  cent  has  been  classified  as 
suitable  for  mineral  development «,  The  mineral  lands  are  located  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  state  and  are  valuable  for  sodium  sul- 
phate mining o  Other  sodium  sulphate  supply  sources  which  are  closer 
to  markets  have  prevented  extensive  mining  of  sodium  sulphate  in 
this  area.  Less  than  one  per  cent  of  the  land  classified  is  suit- 
able for  farming.  The  farm  lands  usually  consist  of  less  than 
twenty  acres  and  do  not  constitute  an  economic  unit  by  themselves, 
but  they  could  be  used  in  conjunction  with  adjoining  lands.  The 
"alkali"  soils  and  rough  topography  of  most  of  these  public  lands 
preclude  sustained  cultivation., 
Public  Domain  Lands  Suitable  for  Wildlife  Conservation 

Land  suitable  for  wildlife  conservation  comprises  the  largest 


area  of  any  use  category  for  public  domain  lands  in  the  North  Dakota 
study  area«   There  are  17,646  acres  so  classified,.  Most  of  this 
area  consists  of  potholes  and  lakes 9  principally  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,,  Portions  of  some  of  the  tracts  are  also 
suitable  for  grazing 0  The  principal  value  of  these  lands  is  for 
waterfowl  habitat,  both  as  resting  and  breeding  sites 0  Shore 
margins  of  some  lakes  are  valuable  for  upland  game  birds »  A  few  of 
the  lakes  contain  fresh  water,  and  are  also  of  value  for  muskrats, 
beaver,  fish,  and  recreation,,  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is 
cooperating  with  the  State  Game  and  Fish  Department  of  North  Dakota 
in  a  program  pertaining  to  lands  suitable  for  wildlife  purposes 0 
The  State  through  the  Federal  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  can  have 
these  lands  withdrawn  for  their  use  and  administration  in  connection 
with  their  wildlife  program0   This  procedure  is  authorized  by  the 
Coordination  Act  of  August  14,  1946e  After  withdrawl  of  public 
land  under  the  Coordination  Act,  the  state  is  then  charged  with 
their  administration  under  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,,  The  state  does  not  acquire  ownership  of  these 
lands  under  this  act„  At  the  present  time,  this  is  the  only  feas- 
ible way  in  which  a  state  can  acquire  the  use  of  public  domain 
lands  in  furthering  their  wildlife  program,,  A  bill,  H0R<,  3166, 
is  pending  in  the  Congress  to  amend  the  Recreation  Act  of  June  14, 
1926,  which,  if  enacted,  would  permit  the  state  to  obtain  lease  or 
ownership  of  such  lands „ 


Public  Domain  Lands  Suitable  for  Grazing 

There  are  about  12 ,800  acres  of  public  domain  land  classified 
for  grazing  use  in  the  North  Dakota  study  area0  These  lands  are 
small,  widely  scattered  tracts  which  are  utilized  in  connection  with 
adjoining  farm  and  ranch  units „  Vegetative  cover  varies  widely  in 
character  and  density0  Tall,  mid,  and  short  grasses  abound  in  various 
portions  of  North  Dakota,,   In  the  north  central  portion  of  the  state, 
mid  grasses  and  short  grasses  are  dominant  with  gramma  grass  and  blue- 
stem  wheatgrass  the  most  abundant  species 0  Sand  dunes  characterize 
some  of  the  area  with  a  vegatative  covering  of  sandgrass  heavily  inter- 
spersed with  rose  bushes  and  poplar  trees 0  Most  of  the  grazing  lands 
have  a  carrying  capacity  of  approximately  three  acres  per  animal  unit 
month o 
Public  Domain  Lands  Suitable  for  Flood  Control  Purposes 

Approximately  10,500  acres  have  been  classified  as  necessary 
for  flood  control  purposes e  Most  of  this  land  lies  in  the  North 
Dakota  Pumping  Division  area,  which  is  a  strip  of  land  about  forty 
miles  in  width?  adjoining  the  Missouri  River  throughout  its  entire 
length  in  North  Dakota 0  Floods  and  droughts  have  hampered  the 
economic  development  of  the  state,,  Floods  on  the  Missouri  River  and 
its  tributaries  have  occurred  as  far  back  as  records  extend „   The 
Garrison  Dam  is  under  construction  on  the  Missouri  River  in  west 
central  North  Dakota,  75  miles  upstream  from  Bismarcko  This  dam  and 
reservoir  is  a  multi-purpose  project  for  flood  control,  hydroelectric 
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power,  irrigation ,  navigation,  water  supply ,  and  sanitatione  The 
reservoir  will  extend  upstream  about  200  miles,  or  approximately  to 
the  Montana  State  linee  It  will  have  a  capacity  of  23,000,000  acre 
feet  and  a  surface  area  of  390,000  acres  at  the  maximum  normal 
operating  pool  levelo  This  project  is  scheduled  for  completion  in 
1955 „  The  Garrison  Diversion  Project  proposes  to  irrigate  about 
one  million  acres  of  land  by  diverting  the  water  from  the  Garrison 
Reservoir  by  a  series  of  pumping  reliftsc  This  irrigable  land  lies 
in  the  vicinity  of  Carrington,  Fessenden,  Jamestown,  Edgely, 
Bismark,  and  Steele «,  The  Oahe  Dam  is  a  multi-purpose  project  locat- 
ed in  South  Dakota0  This  will  create  a  reservoir  extending  about 
250  miles  upstream  to  a  point  near  Bismark,  North  Dakota0  The 
upper  one-third  of  the  reservoir  will  be  within  North  Dakotac  These 
dams  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 0 

The  public  domain  lands  which  have  been  designated  for  flood 
control  purposes  are  included  within  the  developments  proposed  for 
these  two  reservoirs 0 
Public  Domain  Lands  Classified  for  Mineral  Development 

There  are  1186  acres  which  have  been  classified  for  mineral 
developmento  These  lands  contain  lake  beds  with  deposits  of  sodium 
sulphate0  They  are  located  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  stateQ 
Shipping  costs  for  this  chemical  are  higher  than  those  for  deposits 
located  closer  to  markets,  causing  these  deposits  to  be  less 
extensively  mined c 


These  lands  which  have  been  classified  for  mineral  development 
consist  chiefly  of  alkali  lakes  and  marshes 0  Grazing  is  limited  in 
area,  and  the  quality  of  vegetation  is  low  on  these  lands 0  Subject 
lands  could  be  disposed  of  through  public  sale  with  the  mineral 
rights  reserved  to  the  government ,  provided  the  surface  is  not 
necessary  for  use  of  the  leasee  in  extracting  and  removing  the 
minerals  thereine  The  physical  properties  of  these  lands  classified 
for  mineral  development  limit  and  restrict  their  utilization  for 
other  purposes  to  such  a  degree  that  it  is  probable  that  they  will 
only  be  utilized  for  mining  the  sodium  sulphate,, 

Most  of  the  western  part  of  the  state  lies  within  the  geologic 
structure  known  as  the  Williston  Basin,  Significant  oil  and  gas 
discoveries  have  recently  been  made  in  this  "Basin,f  and  indications 
point  to  extensive  exploration  and  development  of  these  mineral  re- 
sources. In  view  of  these  potential  reserves,  the  Federal  Government 
will  retain  control  of  the  mineral  rights  and  will  issue  leases  for 
their  exploitation  under  the  mineral  leasing  act0 

In  addition  to  the  mineral  rights  on  public  land,  the  Federal 
Government  has  reserved  the  mineral  rights  on  4,786,582  acres  of 
patented  land  in  North  Dakota,,  The  distribution  of  these  federal 
mineral  rights  reservations  is  as  follows s 
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Mineral  Area,  acres 


All  minerals  134,814 

Coal  4,637,541 

Oil  and  gas  11,915 

Oil,  gas,  and  coal  1,332 

Coal  and  sodium  40 

Fissionable  materials  218 

All  minerals  and  fissionable  materials  127 
Oil  and  gas  and  fissionable  materials  254 
Coal  and  fissionable  materials  311 

Coal,  oil,  gas,  and  fissionable  materials     .  30 

4,786,582 
Public  Domain  Lands  Classified  for  Farming 

Only  388  acres  in  the  North  Dakota  study  area  are  classified 
as  suitable  for  farming.  This  land  is  made  up  of  small  portions 
of  tracts  (the  largest  area  in  one  piece  being  15  acres)  and  is 
well  scattered  over  the  state.   If  any  of  these  lands  are  to  be 
used  for  farming  they  will  be  used  in  conjunction  with  adjoining 
private  lands  which  are  being  farmed. 
Exchanges  and  Withdrawals 


This  Bureau  has  been  cooperating  with  the  National  Park 
Service  in  an  effort  to  eliminate  state  and  privately-owned  lands 
from  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Theodore  Roosevelt  National 
Memorial  Park.  Section  8  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  provides  for 


11 


the  exchange  of  publicly- owned  lands  for  private  or  state  lands c 
To  date j  760  acres  of  public  land  outside  of  the  park  boundaries 
have  been  exchanged  for  state-owned  land  within  the  park0  Future 
exchanges  within  and  near  this  area  may  be  worked  out0  Other 
exchanges  are  also  under  consideration0  These  land  exchanges 
will  facilitate  the  program  of  the  National  Park  Service  and  this 
Bureau,,   The  possibilities  for  exchange  are  shown  in  the  following 
tabulation  of  land  ownership  within  the  Theodore  Roosevelt  National 
Park  and  within  the  Roosevelt  Recreational  Demonstration  Area  adjoin- 
ing the  parks 

Federal  lands,  purchased  and  public  domain, 
within  Theodore  Roosevelt  National  Park 

State  school  land  in  Theodore  Roosevelt 
National  Park 

State  historical  society  land  in  Theodore 
Roosevelt  National  Park 

Private  land  in  Theodore  Roosevelt  National 
Park 

Federal  lands  outside  of  Theodore  Roosevelt 
National  Park  boundary,  within  Roosevelt 
Recreational  Demonstration  Area 

Table  1  of  this  report  includes  37  tracts  totaling  3,588  acres 
which  were  withdrawn  from  entry  by  Executive  Order  5258  on  January  9, 
1930o  These  withdrawn  lands  are  located  in  McHenry  and  Pierce 
Counties o  A  partial  revocation  of  this  withdrawal  order  was  effect- 
ed in  March  1950o  These  lands  were  withdrawn  for  purposes  of  reforest- 
ation by  the  Forest  Service0  Most  of  these  lands  are  characterized  by 
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59,101 

acres 

2,629 

IB 

2,027 

It 

6 ,612 

(i 

18,559 

1! 

a  rolling  surface  with  sandy  soil  and  are  typically  "sand  hill"  in 
type.  Willows,  along  with  a  heavy  concentration  of  wild  rose  bushes, 
scattered  groves  of  eastern  poplar,  quaking  aspen,  bur  oak,  box  elder, 
and  American  elm  constitute  the  native  tree  growth,,  The  principal 
grass  species  consists  of  prairie  sandreed,  sandhill  bluestem,  needle- 
and thread,  big  and  little  bluestem,  and  Canada  wildryeD 

Congress  failed  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  Forest  Service  to 
carry  on  this  reforestation  program,  so  no  conservation  program  has 
been  implemented  pertaining  to  these  lands.  The  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  has  initiated  action  leading  to  the  revocation  of  the 
withdrawal  and  restoration  of  the  lands  to  entry0  These  lands  have 
been  classified  as  primarily  valuable  for  grazing  purposes,  and  can 
best  be  utilized  in  conjunction  with  adjoining  farms  and  ranches „ 

OTHER  FEDERAL  LANDS  IN  NCRTH  DAKOTA 


There  are  1,010,734  acres  of  lands  that  were  considered  sub- 
marginal  farm  lands  in  North  Dakota  which  were  purchased  by  the 
Federal  Government  under  title  III  of  the  Bankhead- Jones  Act  by  the 
Resettlement  Administration „  These  lands  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service  for  administration  and  management,, 
The  above  acreage  figure  includes  66,397  acres  of  public  domain 
land  in  McKenzie  County  which  were  withdrawn  to  become  part  of  the 
Land  Utilization  Project  in  that  county,,  There  are  1,079,155  acres 
of  land  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  State  of  North  Dakota,,  Over  a  period  of  years,  there  have  been 
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several  thousand  acres  of  land  along  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  that 
have  been  accreted  to  the  government  due  to  the  continual  change  in 
the  course  of  the  riverc  The  above  acreage  would  also  include 
islands  which  belonged  to  the  government  but  were  never  surveyedo 
Eventually  these  lands  may  be  surveyed  and  plats  made  of  these  new 
lands  which  have  been  formed  as  a  result  of  accretion,,  Much  of 
this  accreted  land  will  be  required  for  flood  control  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  Garrison  and  Oahe  Reservoirs 0 

In  addition  to  the  ownership  of  public  domain  and  acquired 
lands,  the  Federal  Government  has  retained  mineral  rights  on  a 
large  area  of  North  Dakota  lands „  Minerals  are  immensely  valuable 
as  natural  resources  of  North  Dakota »  Lignite  coal  is  present  over 
much  of  the  state,  particularly  in  the  western  portion,,  Exploration 
for  oil  and  gas  is  very  active  at  the  present  time  in  the  western 
part  of  the  state0   Oil  has  been  discovered  near  Tioga  in  Williams 
County  and  in  northeastern  Montana,  near  the  North  Dakota  lineD 
Sodium  sulphate  is  present  in  commercial  quantities  in  lake  beds 
in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  state,,  Land  classification, 
withdrawals,  and  operational  agreements  concerning  minerals  in 
North  Dakota  on  June  30,  1950  were  reported  as  follows  in  the 
Report  of  the  Director,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  1950„ 
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Type  of  classification,  withdrawal, 

Area,  acres 

or  operational  agreement 

Minerals  withdrawals  in  force 

Coal 

5,954,364 

Oil 

84,894 

Total  area  of  withdrawals 

6,039,258 

Classified  as  valuable  for  coal 

11,178,286 

Leases,  licenses,  and  permits 

Oil  and  gas  leases      113 

28,553 

Coal  leases            38 

5,007 

Coal  licenses          11 

'440 

Coal  permits            1 

896 

Sodium  permits           2 

836 

Total  area  under  lease,  license,  or  permit    35,732 
Activity  in  oil  leasing,  due  to  discoveries  in  and  near  the  area, 
was  very  greatly  accelerated  during  the  last  half  of  1951 0 


DEFFNSE  POTENTIAL  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 
This  predominantly  agricultural  state  with  its  vast  amount  of 
underdeveloped  natural  resources  offers  a  strong  potential  for  the 
defense  effort,,  Livestock,  wheat,  barley,  flax,  potatoes,  corn, 
oats,  alfalfa,  dairy  and  poultry  products  are  important  agricultural 
products  of  the  state*  Development  of  irrigated  areas  in  the  proposed 
reclamation  program  will  materially  augment  the  defense  potential  of 
North  Dakota,,   Not  only  will  gross  agricultural  production  and 
potential  be  increased,  but  irrigation  will  provide  livestock  feed 
even  in  times  of  drought  and  will  be  an  important  stabilizing  factor 
for  the  industry*,  The  number  and  types  of  crops  which  can  be 
successfully  grown  in  the  state  may  also  be  considerably  increased 
because  of  irrigation,, 
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A  large  part  of  the  state,  especially  the  northwestern  portion, 
is  underlain  with  lignite  coalo  Development  of  these  lignite  deposits 
would  be  of  immense  value  for  liquid  fuel  conversion ,  thermal  power , 
and  chemurgy0  The  probable  oil  and  gas  deposits  and  the  development 
of  low  cost  power  at  Garrison  Dam  are  other  important  resources 0 
Native  oil  reserves  in  the  Williston  Basin  have  previously  been  describ- 
ed. Thermal  power  may  be  used  to  "firm  up"  hydroelectric  power,  or  as 
a  supplement  thereto „  Aluminum  reduction  and  other  metal  treating 
plants  will  become  possible  industrial  developments  with  the  presence 
of  low  cost  power o  Straw  available  from  the  grain  crops  and  other 
crop  by-products  and  residues  could  be  utilized  in  the  manufacturing 
of  paper  and  straw  boardD  The  production  of  crops  for  fibre  or  for 
new  special  uses  are  possibilities  in  the  state »  As  of  June  30,  1950, 
there  were  11,178 ?286  acres  of  land  in  the  state  classified  as 
valuable  for  coal,  and  285,853  acres  of  public  domain  lands  were  leased 
for  oil  and  gasc  Transportation  in  the  state  is  favorable  to  industrial 
and  agricultural  development „ 

Proposed  Disposition,  Description,  and  Classification  of  Public  Domain 
Lands  in  North  Dakota 


The  description  and  classification  of  each  tract  of  public  domain 
land  in  North  Dakota  is  given  in  table  1  by  counties  and  report  areas „ 
Most  of  the  public  domain  lands  in  the  state  are  located  within  the 
Missouri  River  Basin,  but  the  area  within  the  Souris-Red  River  drain- 
age is  considerable o  Considering  the  nature  of  the  scattered  tracts  of 
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public  domain  in  North  Dakota,  it  is  considered  to  be  advisable  to 
publish  this  report  as  a  notice  to  all  governmental  agencies  of  the 
character  of  this  public  domain  land,,  After  the  needs  of  government 
agencies  have  been  met,  it  is  proposed  that  any  remaining  lands 
be  offered  for  public  sale. 
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